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While conducting a QE Audit 
on July 15 at Lake Lanier in 
northern Georgia I was re-
minded once again why we 
teach boating safety.   
 
Witnesses said they saw the 
38’ offshore-style racing ves-
sel hit a wave at high speed 

and become airborne, flipping end over end in the 
air, throwing four people into the water.    Good Sa-
maritans immediately came to the crash site but 
were unable to find any of the passengers.  An in-
tensive search and rescue operation by local au-
thorities was soon on scene.     
 
I joined as crew on Bruce Lindsey’s USCG Auxiliary 
operational facility from Flotilla 25 Lake Hartwell to 
assist with the safety zone around the crash site 

while divers attempted to search for the occupants.  
Divers recovered the bodies of two female victims 
the next morning, and two male victims on Sunday.   
 
Let’s do our best to provide safety information and 
educational resources to the boating community, 
with the hopes of preventing accidents and fatali-
ties and the immeasurable grief to the victims loved 
ones.  
 
Noteworthy dates - All Auxiliarists are invited: 
 

District 7 Training Conference, Sept. 22-25, 2016 
(Orlando, Florida) 
 
Division 12 Quarterly Meeting, October 8, 2016  
(Monck’s Corner, SC) 
 
Division Change of Watch, Jan. 7, 2017  
(Litchfield Beach, SC) 

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

2017 Elected Office   
 

Elections for Flotilla Commander and Vice Command-
er will be held at the October 24 flotilla meeting.   
 
Scott Iverson, VFC, has given notice and is eligible for 
the position of Flotilla Commander.  Robert Falsetti, 
FSO-PV, has given notice of interest for the VFC posi-
tion and his eligibility is being checked by the Election 
Screening Committee .    
 
Any other Auxiliary member who is interested in the 
FC or VFC position should contact me in writing no 
later than Aug. 24.   Nominations for qualified candi-
dates may also be offered from the floor at the October 
24 elections.  
 
Island News:  
 

Our appreciation goes to Agnew Lake Services for re-
moving the Auxiliary boat lift recently.  We will im-
prove the pylons for temporary moorage on the west 
side of the floating dock.   
 
As mentioned in our meetings, the Auxiliary dock will 
be replaced or upgraded this fall. Committee members 
are working on the materials availability and costs. 
With temperatures ranging between 95F - 100F, we 
think it’s best to avoid the heat. 
 
 High winds with gusts to 50mph blew through the 
lake on July 5, causing a tree to fall across the cause-
way, closing road access to the island.  It was cleared 
in a couple of days, thanks to coordination between 
SCE&G and Lake Murray Power Squadron (LMPS).    
 
There are three CCTV cameras now in place for at Flo-
tilla Island, operated by LMPS. The video displays are 
welcome security measures, so smile for the cameras!   
 
Leave no trace:  Our outdoor recreation friends always 
strive to “leave no trace”, meaning that you leave noth-
ing behind that shows you were there.  Be sure to take 
the trash out with you.   

 
Thanks to Aaron Small, for-
mer Flotilla 12-3 member, for  
donating a ball cap and jacket 
to be given to a flotilla mem-
ber.   
 
We miss that happy face! 
 

Wsbtv.com photo 



 

 

 

Member Training__________________________ 
Al Crothers, FSO-MT 
 
A big shout out to our members for these course com-
pletions in July: 
 
Robert Falsetti completed the Auxiliary Adminis-
trative Procedures Course (APC) on July 12.   
 
Rebecca Connelly, Bill Lindsay, Matthew Lindsay, 
Anthony Giunta and Lucy Wingard attended an 
ICS-100 classroom with Instructor Barbara Burch-
field on July 23 at the Lexington Library.  All five com-
pleted the online FEMA exam.  
 
Bill Lindsay, Matthew Lindsay and Lucy Wingard 
attended ICS-700 classroom with Anthony Giunta 
providing instruction on July 30 at the library.  They 
all completed the online FEMA exam.  
 
Rebecca Connelly completed all eight AUXMT 
online courses.  
 
FEMA  course “Active Shooter” introduction was 
presented by Instructor Barbara Burchfield at the 
July 25 flotilla meeting to 16 members and 3 guests.   
 
Festus Burchfield qualified as Fingerprint Techni-
cian for new member applications.  
 
Auxiliary District 5 Southern offered a series of 
AUXMT classroom webinars to our members in 
July as an additional way to complete the required 
courses.  
  
Three PWO-IT training patrols and one night boat 
training patrol took place in July with Festus Burch-
field, Al Crothers and Bob Falsetti.   
 

Good Job, Everyone! 
 

For the past two years we’ve been giving AUXMT 
course online resources, information, classroom and 
webinar opportunities, and reminders.   
 
While the temperature is scorching and the heat in-
dex is keeping you indoors, now is a good time to get 
it done if you haven’t already. 
 

FIND AUXMT COURSES ONLINE HERE 

Vessel Examinations_______________________ 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 

 
I received an additional 75 vessel safety check decals 
this month.  Vessel Examiners can contact me to get 
more.   
 

Inspect your life jackets regularly 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard has issued a marine safety alert 
to remind vessel operators to routinely inspect life 
jackets to ensure they are suitable for service.  

 
Recently Coast Guard in-
spectors in Key West, Flori-
da, discovered two vessels 
that had over 60 life jackets 
that were required to be 
removed and destroyed. It 
was discovered that the uni-
cellular foam buoyant mate-
rial within the nylon outer 
shell had degraded signifi-
cantly over time, broke 
apart, crumbled and in some 
instances was reduced to 

dust. The life jackets were properly stored, kept dry, 
and not under direct sunlight; however, the location 
was very hot at times.   READ MORE 
 
Waterwayguide.com posted July 26, 2016 
Source: U.S. Coast Guard 

U.S. Coast Guard photo 

Member Awards 
 

Bravo Zulu to members recognized on July 25! 

RBS Program Visitors Certificates,  

Ribbons & Medals: 

John Mezynski  

Scott Moore 

 

Auxiliary Performance Award  

for Vessel Exams and Program Visits:  

Barbara Burchfield 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=mandatory-training
http://www.waterwayguide.com/latest-news/news/6796/safety-alert-inspect-your-life-jackets-regularly


 

 

 

Program Visitation_______________________ 
Robert Falsetti, FSO-PV 
 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary has a very clear mission 
statement: 
 

 To promote and improve Recreational Boating 
Safety  

 To provide trained crews and facilities to aug-
ment the Coast Guard and enhance safety and 
security of our ports, waterways, and coastal 
regions  

 To support Coast Guard operational, administra-
tive, and logistical requirements 

 
The Program Visitor program supports RBS by 
providing the latest information, recalls, safety 
equipment and news to local businesses that boat-
ers may frequent.  The location may be an insur-
ance company, the local bait shop, the dentist office 
waiting room, restaurants or a marina - just any-
where that a boater may pickup a pamphlet and 
read it.   
 
Educating boaters helps reduce accidents which 
also reduces loss of life,  fewer injuries and loss of 
property.  The Number One boating safety message 
is to promote life jacket use.  
 

Well, how does 80% sound? 
 
“Requiring recreational boaters to wear 
life jackets would increase their odds of 
surviving an accident by 80 percent, ac-
cording to a recent research study con-
ducted at the University of Maryland Bal-
timore County in collaboration with the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 
 
In addition, life jacket effectiveness is at 
its peak when the watercraft is short: The 
odds of incurring a fatality are 86 percent 
higher than average  if  the  accident  in-
volves a canoe or kayak.” 
 
If you’re interested in knowing more about the 
study and its results, read more here.  

Pamphlet 3032, “The Right Life Jacket” is an informa-
tive guide of 13 different types of life jackets, how they 
perform. what activities they are best suited for, and 
how to fit them properly.  
 
Request the pamphlets from FSO-MA Michael Mikutai-
tis by email or phone.   He’ll get you taken care of and 
send them to your home address. 
 

Finance________________________ 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-FN 
 
Thank you to Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA, who donated the 
advertisement cost of a half-page Flotilla 12-3 ad in 
the 2016 Chapin Labor Day book again this year.   The 
book is widely circulated at the Chapin Labor Day Fes-
tival  on Sept. 3 - 5, and is a good source of advertising.  
 
2017 Auxiliary membership dues notices were 
sent by email to Flotilla 12-3 members on August 1, 
2016.  The dues have not increased from 2016.  
 
Why so early?  The 
flotilla collects dues 
on behalf of the flotil-
la, division, district 
and national organiza-
tions.  Dues are col-
lected and distributed 
according to policy 
and must be collected 
early enough to allow 
member payments.   
 
Members with unpaid 
dues on September 30th will receive a final notice via 
certified return-receipt mail.  Following that notice, 
members with unpaid dues will be disenrolled from 
the Auxiliary.   This is because the flotilla will be in-
voiced for division, district and national dues for the 
member.  Attempts will be made to contact  members 
before disenrollment takes place.  
 
Members with 15 years or more in the Auxiliary are 
eligible for retirement status.  Members who wish to 
discontinue Auxiliary membership should contact me 
or Festus Burchfield, FC, as soon as possible to begin 
the process.    
 
Auxiliary members contact information is available at 
AuxDirectory.  Username and password required.  

http://sca.nasbla.org/2016/06/16/study-shows-wearing-life-jacket-significantly-increases-odds-of-surviving-recreational-boating-accident/
https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php


 

 

 

Operations__________________________________ 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
Coxswains are required to complete a minimum 
of four hours annually for night qualifications.  
Night hours are based on the official sunset at 
USCG Station Charleston and are tracked by Su-
san Hastings, Division Staff Officer-Information 
Systems, through the kindness of her heart.  Al 
Crothers and I completed over 2 hours on July 19 
with Bob Falsetti, who also checked off night re-
quirements on his Performance Qualification Sys-
tem (PQS) Workbook for his initial boat crew cer-
tification.   
 
On that evening as we launched the boat, Bob no-
ticed a boat taking on water while moored to the 
other side of the dock.  In fact, it was sinking right 
there.  We located the marina owner to advise 
him of the problem, and then assisted in retriev-
ing the boat.  Once out of the water, it was appar-
ent that the stern transom drain plug was miss-
ing.  We’re pretty sure the boat owner will be 
happy that his vessel is not underwater.  
 
Later on, we came upon a boat towing a pontoon 
in Crystal Lake and stopped to see if assistance 
was needed.  We were pleased to see a youngster 
proudly pop up from the towed boat with his life 
jacket on.   
 
Night patrols allow us to verify if the private aids 
to navigation (patons) are operable and report if 
they are not.   During this mission, we did vector 
sierra search patterns, man overboard and boat 
handling training.    
 
We are scheduling a Qualification Examination 
(QE) for Personal Watercraft Operators (PWO) on 
Aug. 27 and for boat crew members on Oct. 22.  
All candidates must have AUXMT courses and 
PQS requirements completed and entered into 
AuxData before requesting the QE audit.   If you 
have any questions about your qualifications and 
training requirements, contact me as soon as pos-
sible.   
   
 

Navigation Systems_______________________ 
Roger Deaton, FSO-NS 
 
It was announced recently that there are no 
minimum reporting requirements for Aids Ver-
ifiers in 2016.  The previous directive from the 
Director of Auxiliary (DIRAUX) in 2015 has 
been rescinded.   
 
Having said that, Aids Verifiers should always 
be mindful and checking these important boat-
ing safety aids.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the Lake Murray Chamber of Com-
merce, we have good maps of Lake Murray to 
make available to the boating community.  
Many boaters who finds themselves lost on the 
lake have been helped by Auxiliarists who give 
them verbal assistance, sometimes an escort, 
but always a map when we can.  



 

 

 

Human Resources___________________________ 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-HR 
 

I was happy to give Robert Falsetti and Calvin 
Bowen their Auxiliary ID cards at the July 25 flo-
tilla meeting after clearing security requirements.   
 
Rebecca Connelly was sworn in on July 25, joining 
Team Coast Guard as a member of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary.  
 
New members, Linda Warren and Scott Morgan 
have applications in process and will be intro-
duced in next month’s newsletter.  
  
Other people who are interested in the Auxiliary 
have been sent emails with the new First Tuesday 
Human Resources webinar information.  The 
webinars provide items of interest to potential 
applicants, and to offer them a dedicated oppor-
tunity to have their individual questions an-
swered.  On the East Coast, log on or call:  
 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/158226357 
Telephone: (872) 240-3212 Access Code: 158-226-357  

Public Affairs____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA 
 

Calvin and Hiroko Bowen represented the flotilla on land at the Great Portage Race on Saturday, July 
30, at Dreher Island State Park.  Calvin took dozens of great action photos showing the Sea Cadets in 

 preparation of the race, their pro-
 gress through the portages and 
 shooting range, and other candid 

moments.  The flotilla has support-
ed all five years of the Navy League 
annual event. 
 

 
The half-page ad shown here 
will be in the Chapin Labor 
Day Festival book, September 
3 - 5, 2016.    
 
Come out to the Town of Cha-
pin and enjoy the parade on 
Labor Day.   
 

Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray 
www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com  

 
 boating safety classes 
 free vessel safety checks 
 regatta safety zones 
 safety literature for boaters 
 serving the local community 

Promoting boating safety on Lake Murray since 

From left: Festus Burchfield, FC; Robert Falsetti, FSO-PV, Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM, 
and Scott Iverson, VFC.  Photos by Barbara Burchfield. 

Al Crothers, Past Division Commander, reads the membership oath as Scott 
Iverson, VFC;  new member Rebecca Connelly, BM1 Mahire A’Giza, USCG 
Station Charleston, and Festus Burchfield, FC, witness the ceremony.  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.gotomeeting.com%2Fjoin%2F158226357&sa=D&ust=1467323419888000&usg=AFQjCNHNW_8JpFDShYPtky9UOq3TEz_gJQ
http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com


 

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Day brochure by orig12.devianart.net 

Coast Guard Day is held every August 4 to commemorate the founding of the United States 
Coast Guard as the Revenue Marine on August 4, 1790, by then-Secretary of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton. On that date, U.S. Congress, guided by Hamilton, authorized the building of a fleet of the 
first ten Revenue Service cutters, whose responsibility would be enforcement of the first tariff laws 
enacted by the U.S. Congress under the U.S. Constitution  (Wikipedia) 

 

The Coast Guard's 38,000 active-duty people, 8,000 Reservists, and 35,000 Auxiliarists serve in jobs 

ranging from communication specialists to small-boat operators and from maintenance specialists to 

aviation mechanics. The Coast Guard, during an average day, will: 

 
 Board 90 large vessels for port safety checks 
 Process 120 seaman's documents 

 Seize 209 pounds of marijuana and 170 pounds of cocaine worth $9.2 million 
 Conduct 120 law enforcement boardings 

 Investigate 17 marine accidents 
 Inspect 64 commercial vessels 

 Save 14 lives 
 Assist 328 people in distress 

 Save $2,490,000 in property 
 Service 150 aids to navigation 

 Interdict 176 illegal migrants 

(source: military.com) 



 

 

 

The Great Portage Race - Saturday, July 30, 2016 

The 5th Annual Great Portage Race took place at Dreher Island  State Park on Saturday, July 30, with five 
teams competing in the shooting range, swim, knowledge and on-water challenges.  USCG Auxiliary sup-
ported the event with a boat and a PWC from Flotilla 12-3, a PWC from Flotilla 12-6 East Cooper, and Lex-
ington County Sheriff’s Department marine patrol.  Many thanks to Calvin & Hiroko Bowen for their pub-
lic affairs coverage on land and crews onboard AUXFAC: Festus Burchfield, Barbara Burchfield, Kenny 
Uschelbec, Stephen Pstrak, Al Crothers, and Ann Graham (12-6).  High five to our friend in blue Sgt. Troy 
Livingston for his friendship and support.  

Background: AUXFAC “Voyager” keeps a close watch on the 
cadets during the swim challenge during the on-water canoe 
race around Dreher Island.   
 
Insert:  Sea Cadets put numbers on the canoes for easy identi-
fication, tracking and location reporting while on the water.  
 
Photos by Calvin Bowen.  

Slideshow of 2016 GPR will 

be shown at the August 29 

flotilla meeting!  



 

 

 

 

Saturday, 24  September 2016   
        
Uniform: Tropical Blue Long 

0730-1150 Registration Desk   

0730-1700 DIRAUX Office  

0800-1700  AUXLAMS C-School  (WED-SUN) *  

0800-1700  AMLOC C-School  (THU-SUN)*   

0800-1700 Telecommunications Course (SAT-SUN)      
0800-0850 Go To Meeting     

0800-0950 Member Recognition                            

1000-1150 Aviation Training Topic  

0800-1050 Flotilla Leadership Nuts & Bolts   

0800-0950 Aviation Awards  & Plenary Session                   

1100-1150 How to Organize Boating Safety Week            

0900-1050 IS Workshop     

1000-1150 Quick Start To AUX Newsletter             

1000-1150 Aviation Training Topic 4             

1000-1150 Flight Exam Board Meeting             

1100-1150 American Waterway Watch             

  

1300-1350 Navigation info               

1300-1550 ANSC 7035/7056 Change of Member Status   
  
1300-1450 2016 Operation Overview             

1300-1450 Aviation Training Topic 5             

1300-1550 Sanitation Workshop & Program Intro            

1300-1650 District Aviation Board Meeting (Open)  

1500-1650 Aviation Training Topic 6             

1500-1650 Information Systems Workshop      

1600-1650 Commercial Fishing Vessel Exams    

1600-1650  RBS-PV presentation            

1600-1650 Legal Information               
    
1800-1845 COMMODORE’S Reception   
 
1900-2200 “BOOT SCOOTIN’ ”  Western Theme 
  w/The ORLANDO BIG BAND  
              Dress: Western Wear or Casual Wear  
 

Sunday, 25  September 2016         
Dress:  Civilian Casual  
 
0800-1200 Disaster Preparedness  
0800-1200 Telecommunications Course    
0800-1200  AUXLAMS C-School  
0800-1200  AMLOC C-School   
0800-1000 Aviation Open Forum 
*pre-registered only 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 7  

Board Meeting &  

Training Conference 

Sept. 22 - 25, 2016 

Orlando, Florida 

Register Online here 

 

All Auxiliary members are invited to 

attend the training classes and presenta-

tions  being offered at DTRAIN.  A wide 

range of programs, topics and interests 

will certainly increase your knowledge 

and understanding of the Auxiliary.  Join 

in the after-hours fun!  

 

COME JOIN US FOR TRAINING,  

FUN & FELLOWSHIP 

 

http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme


 

 

 

Dogs detect aquatic invasive species 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks,  Jun 17, 2016 

Working dogs trained to sniff out quagga and zebra 

mussels will be used to help inspectors at two Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks (FWP) inspection stations in north-
west Montana this summer.  

The mussels are the biggest concern for state Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) officials, due to the destruction 
they can cause fisheries, recreation and agriculture 
and municipal water supplies.  

The K-9 inspection teams are only searching for the 
presence of mussels, not aquatic vegetation, drugs or 
any potential contraband. 

The key to preventing the spread of AIS is to clean, 
drain and dry your boat after each use. This means to 
clean the vessel of all vegetation and material collect-
ed from use in the water; drain all water from the wa-
tercraft, including live wells and bilges and remove 
your plugs; and make sure to provide adequate time to 
thoroughly dry the watercraft before launching it in a 
new lake or river. 

Read the article here. 

IT’S A DOG LIFE 
Boating with your dog 

No question about it - it’s August and it’s dog-gone hot.   

Taking your dog with you on a spin around the cove or to 
your favorite fishing spot, consider the effects of the Au-
gust sun on your canine friend.  Did you know there are 
sunscreen products for pets?  

Boating Magazine has a handy checklist to make your 
pet more comfortable in the sun and prepared for your 
boating excursions: 

http://www.boatingmag.com/10-tips-boating-pets 

 

Canine Float Plan 

 
I was surprised to find that a pet’s life jacket on Amazon 
was very affordable with the most popular style costing 
less than $20.00.  That pretty much takes the sting out of 
equipping your pet for the voyage.   

 

Boating with Dogs: 9 Safety Tips 

Before you get on the boat with your dog, make sure 
you are prepared for the voyage with these 9 safety tips 
from www.vetstreet.com  

1. Develop a plan in case your dog goes overboard 
2. Invest in a life jacket 
3. Bring a first-aid kit 
4. Visit the boat with your pet prior to your trip 
5. Check local laws about dogs and boats 
6. Keep your dog’s first outing short 
7. Keep your dog hydrated 
8. Don’t skip sun protection 
9. Use common sense 
 
Read the article and complete details here. 

Amazon.com photos 

The dog days of summer 
 

To the ancient Greeks and Romans, the “dog days” oc-
curred around the day when the dog star, Sirius, ap-

peared to rise just before the sun, in late July. They re-
ferred to these days as the hottest time of the year, a 

period that could bring fever, or even catastrophe. 

(Source: National Geographic) 

http://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/recreation/dogs-help-fwp-detect-aquatic-invasive-species/article_d8e6804f-4e91-5371-a474-e083b4e17258.html
http://www.boatingmag.com/10-tips-boating-pets
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/boating-with-dogs-9-safety-tips?page=2

